THE   BARBARIANS
of the aristocracy and landed gentry as one of intellectual bankruptcy
When Gilbert -wrote a song to the effect that in good Queen Bess's tune,
" The House of Lords made no pretence To intellectual eminence Or scholarship sublime,
he quite misunderstood the spirit of the Elizabethan Age, but the words would exactly fit the Victorian aristocracy It is extraordinary how small a part those who owned the stately homes of England played in her history What were the orders of nobility doing to justify their existence^ Where were the heads of our historic Houses ^ For the most part they were engaged in galloping furiously over the countryside in pursuit of vermm, or slaughtering game by means of powder and shot, or financing the training of horses to gallop against each other, and making this the excuse for the most unprofitable of all forms of speculation To such pursuits was brought the same concentrated earnestness that in the middle class was applied to money-producing work, or to various forms of creative activity The celebrated " doctor in boots "9 who informed his patients that they would shortly be dead if they did not immediately go hunting, would probably have been taken quite at his word in Shropshire or the Shires
The atmosphere of English country society in the middle of the century requires a considerable effort of the imagination to realize The importance of the various county magnates was something that would be almost inconceivable in our more democratic, or plutocratic, environment A lord in those days was a lord, and made no bones about it, and a squire was one of the " minores barones ", a little despot in his own sphere Readers of Trollope will remember the dinner parties given by the Duke of Omnium,
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